
I 


Caption on Folder or File: (Print) 

____^ 


Date: 2/16/75 

Aides Initial: WRS 


Cabinet_ 

Folder 


(check one) 


First Communication Dated 3/27/57 __ 

Last Communication Dated 4/23/59 _ 

Approximate Pages 72 _ ‘ ~ • — • 

Derogatory Information: Yes X No_ (check one) 

Describe Category; i.e. investigative, congressional, prominent 

persons, administrative, information, politr\ 
personnel, information from other agency, 

(use miscellaneous category as little as 
possible) ; Prominent person - Information fro mC' 


Ticklers Only_ 


Originals Only_ 


Describe General Content of File or Folder: (use separate page if 

necessary) 

Copies of memoranda between Hoover and CIA and memoranda recording 
Hoover's conversations with Sherman Adams at theWiiteHfiyse and 
Attorney Generals Brownell and Rogers regardingQivJ'f®^ J^bdmission 
fp H TA tha t he was a homosexual and had been compromised in Moscow m 
by Soviet police. TOP SECRET 


l>1 tfxy, Eisoshut/ a r<-pv:t(ejl A&f /*re r/t y./t ot- 

A* <A 4 *'t/ /v. •/» >r/eb 

»*//csuU A./c-fa* Me 

4 If* • (//«* %t/c A/orM, ' 

a J H/ / /% A ^ 

nsf *{f eo/wv'Vwv* 4 . ■ ' 

















SEOlRET 


CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Office of the Director 


March 27, 1957 




The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 


Subject: Joseph Alsop 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


I attach a memorandum with regard to subject which is 
self explanatory. 

The information on which the attached memoraqdum is f<J s ) 
based was passed to Subject^ 

specifically requested that the information be brought to your J-ji V 
attention and to mine, and further requested that it be kept out ° 
of the general files and placed in a special file. I am also com- 0 
municating the substance of this memorandum to the State Depart¬ 
ment at the highest level, It has otherwise received no dissemination 
except to the person through whom this letter is reaching you. 

Very truly yours, 


/s/ Allen Dulles 

Allen W. Dulles 
Director 


COPY 


SECRET 


EYEJ? \only 


• 27 March 1957 

Subject admits that since youth he has been a congenital homo¬ 
sexual; sought medical advice and was told that there was nothing to 
be done about it. 

During his recent visit to the Soviet Union and while in Moscow, 
subject states that he was exposed to pointed homosexual overtures 
and in the end committed the incredible folly of walking into the trap. 
This trap, subject stated, was a carefully prepared, professional KGB 
frame up. After the trap was sprung, subject states that on several 
occasions, in Moscow and Leningrad, he was subject to long political 
conversations largely based on his whitings. Allusions were made to 
Lubyanka and the fact that homosexuality was a crime. According to 
subject no questions were asked which were of a classified rature but 
he apparently feared that this was merely a warming up exercise. 

reports that he (3f) 


signed nothing for the KGB interlocutors despite their efforts in that ^ 
direction * 

Subiect states that as a safeguard against KGB pressure he wrote 7‘V 


Subject states that as a safeguard 
out a long account of what had transpired, 




White some mild efforts were apparently made to delay subject's 
departure, when the Embassy ordered the tickets for him, he was 
allowed to leave via Prague with a day's delay and was not molested 
en route to Paris and London or since then and prior to the date of 
this information, which is March 17, 1957, (The incidents in the Ussr 
presumably took place sometime around the latter half of February 1957.) 


COPY 


ENCLOSURE 

SE ( ^ET 







Messrs. Tolson, Boardmaa, Belmont 


March 28, 1957 



at the Alsops, without, ol course, In any way disclosing the contents of 
the attached communication. I have asked Mr. Tolson to Initiate these 
actions. 


The Attorney General indicated that as soon as I had the 
information available, he 'mould set up a conference with Mr. Allen 
Dulles and myself, at which the three of us could then discuss what 
further action could be taken. 


Mr. Allen Dulles advised the Attorney General that the 
contents of the attached have only been disclosed to the Secretary of 
State, Mr. John Foster Diflies; the Director of CIA, Mr. Allen Dulles; 
Mr. Frank Wisner, an official of CIA; the Attorney General; and myself. 
The Attorney General Inquired of Mr. Allen Dulles as to whether the 
matter shouldn't be reported to the President and Mr. Allen Dulles 
said that It had been the thinking of Mr. John Foster Dulles that it should 
not be brought to the President's attention at this time. I told the 
Attorney General that 1 thought it should be brought to the President's 
attention because if Joseph Alsop returned to Washington, it was entirely 
passible that be might establish some White House connections and, 
therefore, the President should be informed of this recent information 
upon Joseph Alsop. 


W.W 3 


_ Please have the necessary memorandu ms for which I have «. 
asked, for me at the 0 s ) 

earliest possible moment. 


Very truly yours, 


j. Kdi;ur Hoo»«r 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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March 28, 1957 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON 

M MR. BOARDMAN 

:q MR. BELMONT r ^ 

fi OtfcSSJU-- fy** 

^ - This morning upon the return ol the Attorney General from 

the meeting of the National Security Council at the White House, he 
handed to me the attached communication, addressed to me and signed 
by Mr. Allen Duties ,. As you will note, this information was received , . 
by Mr. Allen It deals with(5 ) 

the activities of Joseph Alsop, and according to Mr. Dulles, Alsop 
specifically requested that the information contained In the enclosure to 
his communication be brought to Mr. Dulles' attention and to mine 
and further requested that it be kept out of the general files and be place d ■ _ 
in a special file. 

. y r- 0 / 

You will note from the enclosure that Mr. Joeejm Alsop 
admits that he has been a congenital homosexual since youth and .has 
sought medical advice without any constructive results. He further 
advises that on his recent visit to the Soviet Union, he walked into a trap 
set by the KGB and subsequently was subjected to long interrogation by 
the KGB. 


American Embassy In Moscow. 

... to Alsop, advised him to leave Russia. The 

memorandum indicates, and the Attorney General likewise confirmed it, 
that Joseph Alsop is now in Paris. .He is undecided whether to return to 
the United States. As indicated, the instances of positive homosexuality 
while in Moscow in which Alsop was compromised by the KGB occurred 
within the last month. 

I told the Attorney General l would first like to have prepared 
[ a summary of all that is in our files upon both the Alsops - Josepl^ncMWw^ ^ 
j Stewart. I also advised the Attorney General that I would seekJIHlP 
VHjttpanv information which they might have in their files upon either 

firt**-/ v j 

JEiH:TLC ..V/V’t ' 

(0) A 
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jykspit 'miQHT also?, jb, 

STSWABT ALSO? 
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Y rn 1941 rintaer and Jottph Altop dissolved their\.\^rf : 

general Ghtnnault, and <roodiat«ly r«*fl juwrteort 

" and beca** « P rea * later eaptarad by the Japanese 

S 1 ^' "iSHZ* "* 4 «* ~ 7a,tei £ “ rt " 

on. axc&an^e* 

j-caepfc Alaop ismedfataly retaroed to c«»J g c J*j£ 

1S4S-2M5, 

«sS|§-|lllitirSllr; 

Ayanue# Washington 7* £• <?• . 

57 i« ooit m" 'Sfattar 0 / .Tact* deala »ttfc dZl pftoaea 0 / 

■ffK^^SkvSSssSE!^ - . 


Stewart JohoiHlgi QZtoer Xiao 


rorld For XT /oraed Ue l1>wa6lood £eSaZ Rifle corpe* 

K«Sf Sg S St SsSKAS'S. ?•/<=. 


1&& 


ffliffll 



0U»L' 


-YY UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
federal bureau OF INVESTIGATION 




x.iipfy.pi— **«■*•; 
TON*. ‘- ; '■* 




*:• wisitrKaTOHis,D.c. Ip'f-iS 
•.- : ■. 

• ■* • '-•$•• \-; 

March 29, 19S7~iz-, '■ 


JOSEPH (/BIGHT ALSOP, JB, 
STSWABT ALSO? 


TV.I . 

r.- • 

Jk • • 


Joseph fright. 


. ALL IJfromTIOK CCKTAJKED 
HEREIN 13 CHCLASSIFIZD SXC2PT 

WHERE SHOTO OTHER*ISE. 


Joseph Wright Ala op, Jr,, was born at Avon, 

itiro ! 

Saruard Hniversity, receiving hta A,3, degree <n 1932, 

Joseph Alaop is unmarried. 

Although nothing derogatory waa deyelopad durtng 

f*«p; “f S{S;» r !?X; £«;««». 

Jjaapfc Alaop boa bee» described by a<l h t n r in 0 {x3 ft eorS^?i<rt<a«# 

j£?%SS£ If syrSTSS WSrS 

Proton and J/aroard praduatea atuaZlv aee <n ganerotiona, i/e 
ras described as scornfully rejecting the more conventional 

■ careers to take up Journalism • 

The aforementioned investigation revealed that 
■Alaop Joined the "Hew Tork Herald rrtbuae” as a «u*> reporter 

r&r« &rw s»»s 3 .r‘ r *‘ /or 

■ Sw ^S5SSt 

to be an inside story of the growth of the brain trust in tn 
Mew Deal, - 

" A glorified pamphlet entitled "American MU PaP/r," .. 

tvfXV'Z % siws. 

pnvir’Wm m classified by 
^ CONi* JkI i SAL declassify on: oaor 







JOSEPH WltlQBT ALSOP, JH. 

* IS,MT ^ IXJNHOtWflftb-' 


\h, 

vT^ 


trip to South Amtrioa which ho believed mao caused by thoir 
mliogtd homosexual He denied tolling■ the confidential 

»ouroe that anyom* had «« fa* •/ th* Alsop* and randenbera in 
tod toottthorjMi denitd knowing, having talktd i$y or in any wav 
oa informant. 


Ifcfd to, or fn any wait' 




On Pooowbor 90, 1950, a confidential oouroe.uh o hnn 

on in the P ast. advised t hotflHHp 
f Washington, D. 

, onbtr 27, 1956. Tko source 

previously furnished information during He veabtr and p eoeuber, 

1956, that Joseph A Is op was in contact uttSHBftccncsnUflc' 
a proposed trip to the Soviet union . iiocerdTl^^l^ff? proposals, 
Joseph Alsop planned to enter the soviet Union on January 3. or 4, 

1957, from Helsinki, Ftnland, for o stay of approximately six 
weeks, and then depart the Soviet Union via a southern route 
through Teohk-ent and Eabul (Afghanistan), enabling Alsop to arrive 
in the Middle East around the aonift of March, 1957(j£jM 


Ac co'rding to ether confidential sources, who hao6 
furnished reliable information in the paot, Joseph Alsop, during 
December, 1956, [bJ-so attempted to arron#* travel to Hungary, Iran, 
Egypt, and Algeria^Qj^ 


J6n June 3, 1953, a confidential souroe, who has furnished 
reliable injoraation in the past, advised that Stewart Alsop and 
Xanstantin Pedeseev, i'irei decretory and head of the Press Division, 
Soviet^nbasey, planned a luncheon engageaent for the following 
day^J^jn June 15, 1953, there appeared in the "Washington post" 
a column written by Joseph and Stewart Alsop entitled "A Soviet 
Offioial Who Cams to lunch," concerning Stewart Alsop's luncheon 
with redoscev. According to Alsop, Podoseev asked "Who, oftor all, 
atoriedj the Cold War?" According to Aloop'e column,- he answered 
"lou diji when you supplied the Creek coaixunist guerrillas, 11 Also 
oooordilnp to Aloop'e column, fodosoev stated that the Soviet policy 
is o polioy of peace and that there is no reason for a war between 
the two countries. 


•(3 


JOSEPH WRXQHT ALSOP, JR, 
STS MART ALSOP 




after D-Day. He rsstgned his commission <n 1945 . 

roUcwing the war, Stewart and one Lieutenant Thomas 
Draden wrote a book ‘entitled "sub Rosa." This book deals with 
the operations of OSS and in it Stewart state* that he was a 
paratreeper with that organisation. 


A confidential infornant,formerly employed in the 
Foreign Serviot of the Department of State, confessed to 
engaging in homosexual activities and resigned. This informant 
furnished derogatory information regarding other Department 
of State employees which has been found to be reliable, He _ 
related on July 30, 1954, that while designed to Germany he 
»oB-i*troduoz<j_jto J{LC_U4aevh) Aleop. thc.nem correspondent. 




- ^ocooaionin/orsant V 
t ^ a ^ e ^^^^^^^^^^ad vie£ii_thsi_iphile Alsop was on a trip to 
^HJEUm^anda quest 

yiFTTPmv^E^^^warmer" (homosexual^; Aooording to the 
tn/orsant # ipH^HHKto2d him that he attempted to obtain a 
fc^Alsop without success and that he, 
finally engaged in a homosexual experience with 
Joe Aleflp xo satisfy Alsop 1 s desires. 


infomant,\ 


satisfy Alsop f ’s desires. 


\p^P 


On May 13, 1964, a confidential souroe who is in a 
position to furnish reliable information advised that a member 
of the Metropol tfnili P»?^Hf ftrnnrfmrP* (HPD), Washington, j >. 

allegedly a homosexual^USSS 
the Alsop brothers i 

. . fjjdvised that he personally 

" _ observed Arthui^cMdenbergJJrT, in bed with one of the Alsops, 

O ond the Alsops, Vandenberg and another ' 1 * ff 

\^yP **»o'5T« ifPn a innn°int °S ^ Oa0stXUal§ * , 0n Ua V, 16 » 

^arned 

information regarding an allegation trio* 
th * Alsops were "queer. " She ueaber of the UPD advised that he 
had heard an unverified rumor that Vandenberg and one of the 
Alsops had been involved in some kind ef trouble while on a 
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3:55 PM 


April 1, 1957 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON 

MR. BOARDMAN 
MR. BELMONT 


Mr. James Angleton, Chief, Counterintelligence, 

Central Intelligence Agency, called with reference to the letter' 
which Allen Dulles had sent to me on March 27 involving a very 
delicate matter concerning Joseph Alsop. Mr. Angleton stated 
he had another communication and wondered whether I would have 
any objection to this'being passed on to Special Agent Papich, our 
Liaison man. I told him this would be-satisfactory.' I also mentioned 
that I was having a summary prepared of material in our files on both 
the Alsops and also of any material on Joseph Alsop's tenure of service 
in the Armed Services as I understood he had served in two branches 
of the Service. 

Very truly yours,- 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


JEH:EH (1) 

1 additional copy made 


COPY 


0+C.zt, k.<4 


■/••V,. — Ci.A. 


April 2, 1957 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON • 

4 ’ MR. BOARDMAN 

MR. BELMONT ' 
MR. NICHOLS 


Following a conference which 1 had with the Attorney v 
General this morning dealing with the McClellan Committee and • 
racketeering Investigations, Ikandedto the Attorney General a copy of 
the summary upon Joseph Wright AlAop, Jr., and Stewart Alsap, I also 
handed to the Attorney General the original letter and enclosure which 
I were cent to me yesterday by Mr. Allen Dulles, the Director ci CIA, 

< and which furnish additional information upon Joseph Alsop's being * 
compromised as a homosexual while visiting Russia. 

I asked the Attorney General to return to me this original 
letter from Mr. Allen Dulles as soon as he had had an opportunity to 
read the same and he said that he would. 

I told the Attorney General that we had not incorporated 
In the summary on Joseph and Stewart Al3op the fact that in 1951, 

When Mr. Dulles was Deputy Director of CIA, ho rented n house on 
Dunbarton Avenue, Washington, D. C., and agreed to allow Joseph and 
Stewart Al6op to have an office on the first floor of his, Dulles*, home, 

I told the Attorney General that this fact had been called to the attention 
of Mr. Matthew Coifrtelly, then Secretary to the President, and I did 
not know what further action was taken upon it. The Attorney General 
was shocked to hear of this particular development. 

Very truly yours, " * *** % 

tOrwr 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

JEH:TLC 

(?) 


0,C11, W 


I 




MEMORANDUM FOR MR, TOLSON . 

MR. BOARDMAN 
MR. BELMONT 
MR. NICHOLS 

I called thg_Attorney Gengralto 

Joseph W right - 

O Alsop, Jr., and in checki ng into the Identity of thh^flvld^|MMBh 

afternoon and I also spoke to Alien DoIIos today at the security meeting 
concerning this matter. The Attorney General w asjidvlsed that we had 
received this in formation In 1952 when we learned^BEWMMMMifc 

Attorney General expressed amazement over this development and com¬ 
mented that the Bureau’s Agent in Paris shoult^i^iblMfMl^Ms^^^^ 
indicated that of course we could do 

I stated the information on^BBhad been 
furnished to CIA and they were checking into the matter. 

► Very truly yours, 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


cc-Mr. Holloman 


4:08 PM 


April 3, 1967 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR, TOLSON 

MR. BOARDMAN 
MR. BELMONT 
MR. NICHOLS 

I called Mr. James Angieton, Chief, Counterintelligence, 

Central Intelligence Agency with reference to the Joseph Alsop - 
matter. He was advised tha t I had learned through our Liaison 
man that the^mHBHMcontemplated using to interview Als op. i -o 
was a former Agent of this Bureau, and iAchecMn^ouWUes on^m ^ j 
found that in 1952 wo advl b that 

_had been reported as be ing one of the same type as 

Alsop. Mr. Angieton was told that this information came to ua 
fro m CIC of the Military District of Washington. I t old Mr. Angieton 
thatflBHHHHBHriHMHHMHBHHHPand this informa- 
tion was furnishedtoWBHBBUn September, 1052. Mr, Angieton 
expressed hla appreciation for this information and stated he would 
check into it immediately. 

Very truly yours, 


John Edgar Hoover 
•• Director 


cc-Mr. Holloman 


JEn:EB (7) • 


at, i, mror.T-roK contained 
WiBSTK I:> V..r.ASr,IFIEi) 
DA-fE S f> 4 (ic 
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VIA LIAISON 


Mr. Allen W. Dulles 
Director 

Central Intelligence Agency 
Administration Building, Room 123 
2430 E Street, Ni W. 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Dulles: 



W 3 

tic. 


i. 


I wish to confirm statements made to you and 
Mr. James Angleton of your Agency on April 4, 1957, by 
Mr. Sam J. Papich of this Bureau, namel y, that I would 
apprecia te receiving the complete results 
JttMofAlsop. As Mr. Papich indicated, I would like 
to receive any information coming to your attention con¬ 
cerning any future contacts Alsop might have with 
the Soviets, either abroad or within the United States. 


Reference is made to your letter dated April 


tan interview of Joseph Alsop. 


I will continue to keep you informed of any 
significant information developed by this Bureau. As 
you know, the Bureau's liaison representative has been 
maintaining close contact with Mr. Angleton of your 
Agency concerning this matter. 


Sincerely yours, 


Tol.on - 

Nichole - 

Booidman- 

Belmont- 

Mohr- 

Poreone- 

Roten -- 

Tamm — . — 

Tiollet- 

Neaee .- 

Wlnlenowd:— 
Tele. Room —. 
Holloman-. 


SJP:bal 

( 5 ) 

(1-add'l. copy made) 

NOTE: Cover memo Roach to Belmont 4-5-57 by SJP:bal 

Re: Joseph alsop , 


COPY 
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SECRET 
EYES ONLY 


CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
Washington, 'D. C. 

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


April 1, 1957 


The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 

Direotor, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Department of Justice 

Washington, D. C. 


Subject: JOSEPH ALSOP 


Dear Mr, Hoover: 


Referring further to my letter to you of 2? Uaroh 
1957, and its enclosure in the above matter s I enclose herewith 
a photographic copy of a memorandum prepared by subjeot in 
Moscow on or about February 23, 1957. The origina l of this 
memorandum..has just been rece 

con-fcen-fta of this memoranauv^^^b^^^maa^^^^ 
known to the State Department at a high level . c 

_ S/ Ziyff' A*c dH CrsAMi. 

Information received '' 

indicates that the developments mentioned in thismemorandm 
occurred during the we^k of February 17-23. The "incident" 
apparently occurred on Monday, February IS, the trip to 
Leningrad took place on February 20-21, and subject left 
Moscow for Paris via Prague on February 24. 


_ n interview with subject abroad as 

we understand that he d oes not contempl ate an early return to 
this country. 

_ Jg) 

made by the KGB to reestablish oontaot i HHth subjeot during his 
stay in Europe, and generally to take steps which will permit 
a proper evaluation of this matter from a seourity standpoint. 
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MEMORANDUM 


This ia the history of an aot of very 
great folly, unpleasant in itself but not without 
interest for the light it3 .oast3 upon our adversaries 
in the struggle for the world. 

It niiat begin with a personal confession. 

I have been an incurable homosexual since boyhood. 

Very early, I sought medical advice, especially .from 
Dootor Adolf Mayer at Johns Hopkins, but the doctors 
I consulted only confirmed my own diagnosis • It is 
a curious thing, but it is a foot, that the vast 
majority of homosexuals who have honestly faced the 
nature of their predioament, somehow end by aocamodating 
themselves to it, shocking though this may seem • Most 
simply 'say, as I have said, "If I do no harm to anyone, 
if I am no trouble to anyone, I should not be too much 
troubled myself ." I have always been deeply troubled, 
however, by one aspect of my predicament—’-by the conceal¬ 
ment of the truth from my family and friends. Circumstanoes 
have now arisen which make further concealment impossible; 
and while those ciroumstances are disturbing and painful 
in the last degree, there is still a oertain inner reliqf 
at being foroed to tell the whole truth at last, 

I am forced to tell the truth beoause I have 
been most successfully framed by what I judg.e to be the 
foreign espionage branch of the Soviet secret police. 

How it happened is, in essence, rather simple. 

In the course of my visit to this country, 

I have been exposed to enough homosexual invitations 
to suggest, as one looks back, a rather continuous 
attempt to entrap. One of these occurred shortly after 
my return from Siberia, when I was walking home late one 
evening from the Metropole to the National Hotel; and 
a young soldier walking in the opposite direction abruptly 
stopped and stared in an unmistakably meaningful manner. 
27iere was still another a few nights later, when I 
dined at the Sovietskaya Hotel with the Bernard Cutlers 
and a pretended editor of the "Literary Gazette." 

Our Russian host, by a strange coin- 
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In oaae there are any matters which you would 
to cover in the contemplated interrogate on, 


I will keep you informed of any significant develop¬ 
ments in this oaae and I request that you kindly coordinate with 
me any dissemination of this information outside of the Bureau, 
or other aotion which might bear upon the counter intelligence 
aspect of this case while subject remains abroad. 

Sincerely yours, 

(S) Allen W. Dulles 

Allen W. Dulles 
Director 


"I gave this to A.G. yesterday 
& he returned it to me this morning. 

4/3/57 
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ctdenoeg* had taken a table next to a group of quite 
obvious homosexuals—one of then even had pluoked eyebrows 
and dyed hair, and as the evening wore on, the usual Russian 
posc-oodAra enbraoes merged into something considerably 
wore startling. When I had to go to the men’s room, the 
fellow with pluqked eyebrows at once followed me and made 
a proposition. Had-I known then What I know now. I 
. should of oourse have .been warned/ sinoe this kind of 
flamboyant display of homosexuality could only ooour in 
the Soviet Union with the assuranoe of polios protection. 


. Finally, again a few nights later , T was invited 

■LRAJi-l&UiCl&V by .the Ed Stevens to' a dinner they were gtvtnq 
for Chester Bowles. We had hardly taken our first vodkas 
Wien a supposed reporter for "Tass", an acquaintance of 
Stevens’, odme up to us arid asked our whole party to Join 
h j.i-, table ' Ee lM3 aooompanied by a younger friend', an 
athletic blonde, pleasant-faoed, pleaeant-mannered fellow. 
Instead of Joining them, Ed asked then to Join us, and 
in the ensuing rearrangement of the table, i found myself 
sitting next to the "Tass" reporter’s friend. We had 
a oonmon language in french—T now suppose that he wae 
ohosen for this purpose, sinoe oomfortable talk dispels 
caution - and ws fell immediately into conversation. 


The topto of the talk, which was both 
interesting and agreeable, was the state of the arte 
in the Soviet Union. As a professed teacher of 
literature at a school tn Leningrad, he at first 
defended 'socialist realism" with great energy. Then, 
blaming the single vodka he had drunk, he abruptly 
switched sides, proclaiming that Anna Akhmatova and 
Pasternak were the only living Russian poets worth 
reading, attacking the Communist party’s dead hand 
on the arts, and in general talking in a very open 
and incautious way. j must, he eaid, talk to some 
of the Leningrad tntelleotualsj and we made a date to 
meet there. 


I had already made reservations through Intourist to 
go to Leningrad, and I now believe that the original 
plan was to stage the frame-up there, merely establishing 
the first oontaot in Moscow . As will be seen, the 
oourse of events suggests that the new acquaintancee I was 
soon to make were unprepared for the rapidity of 
my folly. . 

At any rate, as the evening wore on,.the talk 
about literature: merged into a veiled confession by 
Boris Hik'olaievioh, as he oalled himself, that he was 
a homosexual} and when I did not appear, shooked, this 
in- turn merged into an invitation. As arranged, 1 eaid 
good-bye to the Stevens a little later and went to hie 
room, Ho. 219 in the Grand Hotel where we had been dining. 
Hothing outwardly suspicions occurred during the hour 
we passed there, and when I left, he invited me to come 
book at 4 p.m. the next day, when he would, he said, 
have finished his business in Moscow, "to say goodbye 
befor'e his return to Leningrad", Lookingbaok, I can 
hardly credit my own idiocy. Bid: my time in Russia had 
been so interesting, the Russians as a people had seemed 
to me so friendly and so vital,, the presence of the police 
had been so little apparent, that I had Just about 
forgotten this was a poltoe state. So I kept the 
appointment at 4 p.m. Monday, and of oourse, at the 
appropriate moment, the door burst open and a militia 
officer, the English speaking vice director of Jie hotel 
and another unidentified man entered the room. 

Beyond asking my name, which I thought it 
foolish to try to conceal, they hardly bothered with 
me. When I refused -to sign the "act" drawn Up by the 
militia officer, on the ground that I oould not read 
it, they did not even press me to do so. Shortly after 
they entered the room, a telephone call had been put in. 
And the "act" was hardly signed by the others, when there 
was a knook at the door and two men entered. These 
dismissed all the others, and asked me to stay behind. 

The senior, who was plainly in oommand, 
was a man in his late forties or early fifties, 
moderately corpulent, of middle height. 







P r °b2em. When X said X did not oare where we dieouseed 
it, he began a most ourioue political discussion, about 
Souiet-American relatione, in which, in effect I was asked to 
explain my viewpoint at great length. In this disouseion . 
the older man showed himself coolly unprejudiced, indeed 
apparently quite unaffected by the local propaganda, while 
the younger, who ; serued as interpreter, either genuinely 
was or pretended to be shocked by my "lack of objectivity." 

The talk went on in this manner for nearly three, hours, 
being interrupted from time to time by their assurances 
that they only wanted to help me." At length, at 7:30 p.m. 

I said that I was dining at the Embassy in an hour's time, * 

that I would be missed if I did not turn up, and that I had 
better telephone if they wished to continue our .conversation. 
They replied that X was quite free to go, but that we three 
must meet again soon "to try to find a way out of your 
problem". A date was made to dine at the JPraga Restaurant 
the next evening, and so we parted. • - 

X had made up- my mind— as X now see, very 
foolishly— that it was my duty to involve no one else 
in the consequences of my folly, lly first intention— 
it sounds melodramatic, but it really was my intention— 
was to go through i bith dinner, return to my hotel, write 
out an acoount of the whole business, slip it under the door 
of the newspapermen living at the National Hotel, and then 
oommit suicide. Through dinner, I considered this and other 
alternatives. X finally concluded, before I went to bed, 
that suioide was a aowardly alternative ; at least at that' 
moment, and that I ought to play the game out a bit further, 
to see where it would lead. X adopted the tentative plan, 
therefore, of pretending to be recruited by my two new friends , 
in order to get out of the oountry, and then, when X reached 
Paris, making a clean, piiblio breast of the whole business, 
telling the story in detail to the whole world first as a 
warning and second as proof that I could not be blackmailed 
any longer. As X have said, I have always been troubled by 
the concealment that homosexuals must practioe, and the fact 
that the course X meant to adopt would surely mean the end 
of my present oareer hardly weighed in the balanoe against 
the prospeot 
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with a most striking face - the 3kin olive-brown, the 

nose rather hooked, the eyes,, deep-set in the rather 
plump oheeks, flaehing sharply through the steel rimmed 
speotacles unless he was considering his next move, when 
he would half close, his eyes and drum on the table. He 
wore a muskrat chapka and smoked the imitatton-Turkish . 
Russian cigarettes almost continuously. The junior 
must have been in his early thirties, was perhaps 
5' 10", fattish, blondish, with a long nose and a loose- 
looking, rather Germanic face. -Exoept that his suit was 
rather lighter blue than most Russians wear,there was 
nothing else to distinguish him. 

They got down to business without any delay, 
saying I had of oourse committed a serious crime under 
the Russian code, that they did not want to make .any 

trouble for me all the same - here the younger one 

ostentatiously telephoned the hotel director to command, 
as he explained, "absolute seoreoy"—but that I must 
help them a little if they were going to help me. The 
police had done their work well, added the senior one, ■ 
all but lioking his lips and fingering the scarlet dossier 
whioh the militia officer had turned over to him. It 
contained the "aot", some other papers and several small 
paokets. From one of these he extracted a photograph " 
to show me the efficiency of the police. As it happened, 

this photograph was a singularly brilliant fake - what 

it portrayed had not oocurred—-but this seemed to me 
fairly irrelevant in the ci-roumstances so I did not 
argue about it. , 

Not knowing what oourse to take, I simply 
told my new friend at this first meeting what was in 
fact-ihe truth—^—that in my situation, I had had to ■ 
deoide many years earlier what I would do if I found 
myself exposed to blaokmail, that I had long ago deoided 
I- would much prefer any other oourse, however unpleasant, 
to paying blackmail, and that I might kill myself or ■ 
end my writing career, but that I would never allow 
myself to be blackmailed in any way. The older man, 
who led the conversation, merely laughed oomfortably, 
repeated that he wanted to help me, and suggested 
that we move to pleasanter surroundings. 
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of -belling the honest truth and so ridding myself of the 
inaubue of my folly. As X write these wordSj J think j 
shall still do so, although I have now. promised to take 
Ambassador Bohlen , s advioe on this point* 

Having ;taken these derisions, I presented myself 
at the Praga the next evening. A luxurious and enormous 
dinner had been prepared in a prtvate room. ' I greatly 
dtsoonoerted my two new friends by refusing anything to 
drink, on the ground that I had had a stomach upset during 
the previous night, and having a bad liver owing to hepatitis, 
had been forced to go on the waggon for a week. They 
pressed vodka on me again and■ again, but without-success. 

The whole first part of dinner was taken up with another 
interminable political conversation of the sort that had 
already taken place, one topic, I remefabep, was Secretary of 
the Treasury Humphrey’s desire to cut the military budget. 

They appeared to be singularly well informed abo.ut American 
politics and personalities, but they asked no questions 
going beyond the s.ort of thing printed daily in the 
newspapers. I had made up my- mind to say nothing about 
"my problem" until they brought it up. They had hoped, 

I think, that J would bring it up, but at length, as it 
was getting on for 11 p.m., the senior man—neither ever 
gave me any name to call him by—said that it was still 
neoessary to decide what to do about "my problemthat > 
the police were still holding the "other man" and wished 
to try him; and that he would have to be able to offer'some 
quid pro quo to the police in order to keep my name out 
of the oase. He then produoed a letter, which he said 
oame from somb man to whom I had made overtures "in broken 
Hussion" in a restaurant in Kemerovo. I replied that 
this was clearly nonsense, since J did not know enough . 
broken Hues tan to order my breakfast, but that I could not 
see how-that altered matters. He then said that "it did 
not matter how I wrote, that infhct you and your brother 
do not write nearly so badly about the Soviet Union as 
many other people, and in any oase you must carry on your 
career", but that he would like to be able to talk to me 
from time to time in "order to get advice that would assist 
the cause 



of peace". After a show of reluotanoe, I oarried out my 
plan, pretending to agree to,- hie proposal in principle. 
There was some further dtsoussion (in the oourse of which 
he asked me how muoh money I made from writing) and he then 
suggested that we meet ggain "one last time, so that X oan 
ask you some final .questions" in Leningrad on Friday. He 

added - I could hardly help smiling—-that he "only wanted 

to help me", and that he would like to prove this by 
opening the closed doors of .the speoial oollections at 
the Hermitage, before we dined together and got down to 
business, 

I had then to make my final decision as to the 
oourse to follow thereafter. I was 3 till foolishly deter¬ 
mined not to burden Ambassador Bohlem with the oonsequenoes 
of my folly ; but it was increasingly dear to me that J 
could not meet these men again without safeguarding myself 
in some manner or other. On the one hand, if I disappeared, 
as was olearly possible, X wanted my family and friends to 
know what had happened, and to know above all that I had 
never had any intention of yielding to these men's requests. 
On the other hand, if worst oame to worst, I also wanted 
to be able to say to them that all the facts were already 
available to the Amerioan authorities, and that they had 
better, consider the consequences to themselves if they 
proceeded to extreme measures. Finally, I saw now what 
I should have seen at the very-outset—-that having any-' 
thing to do with these men plaoed me in a false position, 
to put it very mildly, unless I took measures in advance 
whioh would automatically render me entirely useless for 
their purposes. Jn the end, therefore, X adopted the j 
expedient of preparing a full acoount of everything that 
had happened, and passing it to a friend whom X thought ' 
reliable in a sealed envelope, with a request that he 
give the envelope to the American embassy if there was 
the slightest sign I had got lost or was in trouble, x 
added the instruction that he was to read the oontent3. 
of the envelope in two weeks time. By then, as- I explained 
in the document in the envelope, I hoped to have reached 
Paris and made by clean breast to the world. 
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of the two reoruiting agents in the Astoria Hotel 
lobby. And ahen I presented myself. at the Intourist 
Service Bureau, the girl there who was handling my 
affairs said there had been a mistake, and that my ' 
tioket on the plane had been issued when there was 
no spaoe for me. I returned to my room to telephone . 
llr. Davis againj there was a knookj and the younger 
of the .two recruiting agents appeared. J showed him. 
the' telegram from the 1Zinister, said I feared very 
bad family news, and . explained that I mudt return at 
,onoe to Uosoow. In a sharp tone, I added that "someone 
had'done something- to. oancel my. air tioket." I said' 
further that I hated to tnaonvenienoe them, wo'uld have 
to go back to Moscow by train if no plane was available, 
and would meet them there for as long as they chose. 
After a short delay, when he. left the room to confer 
with his chief, he returned to say that my air tioket 
would be all right after all— he had . looked into the 
matter to help me. So with many assuranoes of looking 
forward to a long talk very soon, I parted from them 
and took the llosoow plane. The rest of the story is 
known to the American Utntster, whose kindness and wise 
advioe have placed me in his debt to an extent that oan 
never be repaid. 


Handwritten notationt Original stgned by 
the subjeot of the 
oover memorandum. 
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docment in his possession seemed me to solve the**three ■ 

problems set forth in the preceding paragraph. If I had 
not chanced to run across him, I think I should have paid 

I/IT l ° T n /^ bas ^ or Bohlem and confided the document 
to him. But I did not, merely telephoning to say good-bye 
before taking the night train to Leningrad. The next day 
m Leningrad was reasonably nightmarish. I had hoped to 
keep my mind off what lay ahead by forgetting everything 
else but the pictures at the Hermitage} but the Hermitage 
was closed, and after three hours sightseeing with a 
birdlike female interpreter guide, Zenaida Alexandrovna, 

■ 1 had nothing left to do. I passed the afternoon, 
therefore, writing a fake column which would, I hoped, 
prevent my new friends from questioning me too closely 
about who had told me what concerning the current campaign 
here against dissident students and intellectuals. (The 
column stated that I had been unable to oonfirm any 
incidents of the campaign, and mainly knew of its 
existence from the government press.J At 5 p.m.. the 
maid appeared with a telegram from the American Minister, 
saying that a personal massage of great urgency had 
reached the Smbassy, that the Ambassador had seen it 
before leaving for the US, and that the Ambassador 
insisted I must return to Moscow to receive this message. 
i thereupon telephoned the Minister, saying on the 
telephone that I supposed the message had to do with my 
pother s poor health, and that I would return immed - 
iotely. I had of course divined that the friend to 
whom I had confided the sealed envelope, instead of 
following my instructions, had brought the Ambassador 
into the business. ArdI cannot describe the sudden 
wave of relief that came over me, when I felt that’now I 
was no longer carrying the burden alone. 

.. r j. After telephoning Mr. Davis I went at once to 

b “ reau > and after an agonising delay 
° r U Vi 1 9°* a place on the 8 p.m. plane 

to Moscow. I then packed, ]7hen I went downstairs, how¬ 
ever, to order my bags brought down, I caught sight 
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 


Washington S3, D. C. 
Office of the Director 


April 5, 1957 


The Hono rable J . Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

0 

Subjeot: JOSEPH ALSOP 

Referring further to my letters of 27 Maroh and 1 April 1957 
n the above matt er, I enclose herewith a preliminary report gf an 
Subject conducted ory-ar about 3 April 1957 t 1jmggf% 


was 

anxiou3 to know whether recipients of the information about this 
incident recommend hi3 open oonfession and professes willingness 
to do so if you, or we, so recommend . fill* c p?<Z<f -—i 

Given th^cU^cum^ances.set -forth in the attached report, I *7/ 
have asked0fg/////////////g^toc/e turn to ffashington in order 
that a full report of-the interview may be made as soon as possible. 
♦ 

There are several points in the enclosed memorandum and 
also inconsi stencies, which will require .further study when we have 
available the full report ; in particular Subject's announced 
intention to visit the Satellites and the USSR. 

Sincerely yours, 

/s/ Allen W. Dulles 

Allen W. Dulles 
Director 
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CENTRAL INTELLF 


JCE AGENCY 


WASHINGTON ZB, D. c. 


OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


April 16, 195' 


The Honorable J, Edgar Hoover 
Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr, Hoover 


O 

Subject 

y letter ori5 April, I am submitting here 

lowing his 


Concerning my letter oPS April, I am su lygHting herewith a 
copy of the reportl^mm^gm^^iHg hie interview 

Sub™ 5 3 April. 

It should be noted that in this report the matter^ofSubject' s 
future travel .into Sovie^cont^olled areas seems less definite than 
it did in the earlieij^^fsbrninary of the interview. However, it 
is also apparent that in Subject's present state of mind, his actions 
cannot be safely predicted. Subject's proposed travel plans have been 
brought to the attention of the State Department at a high level. 


I wish to acknowledge your report on Subject dated 29 March 1957 
and your letters of 6 April and 9 April. In the latter communication 
you state that you do not feel that your Bureau is in a position to make 
any recommendations concerning Subject's future conduct or plans, 
nor has the responsibility of furnishing guidance concerning his future, 
This position is identical with my own views in the matter insofar as 
pertains to CIA, except that I view with apprehension any possible 
plans of Subject to travel behind the Iron Curtain under the special 
circumstances of this case. It is my intent so to inform Subject, and 
I wish to know whether you would desire that we also inform him of 
your views because of his specific requests In this regard. 


Having reviewed the attached report, I am not at all satisfied 
with Subject's evaluation of his own situation or his refusal to co¬ 
operate more fully in the interview. Judging by this document, it 
seems apparent that at this time Subject is not disposed to contribute 
any further information regarding his contacts or activities. 
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April 9, 1957 
VIA LIAISON . 


Mr. Allen W. Dulles 
Director 

Central Intelligence Agency 
Administration Building, Room 123 
2430 E Street, N. W. 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Dulles: 


iHUJuaW* 


Reference is made to you r letter dated Apri l 
1957, enclosing a preliminary report 
of Joseph Alsop conducted on or about April 3, 1957. 


' I have read the report with interest and I will 
appreciate receiving any additional information developed 
by your Agency, particularly any data relating to A^sop's 
plans to travel to Russia and the satellite countries. 


You indicated that Alsop was anxious to know 
whether the recipients of the information concerning the 
incident in Moscow recommend his open confession. You 
further advised that Alsop professed a willingness to make 
an open confession if your Agency or this Bureau so 
recommend. I do not feel thatthis Bureau is in a position 
to make any recommendations concerning Alsop's future con¬ 
duct or plans. Furthermore, I do not feel that this Bureau 
has the responsibility of furnishing Alsop any guidance 
concerning his future. 


Sincerely yours, 


Tolion- 

Nichols - 

Booxdroan- 

Bolmonl- 

Mohr_ 

Paj»on* —— 

Rosen —- 

Tcrcm — . 

TiolUr- 

Neoio —— — 

WJnlertowd- 

Tele. Room — 

Hollorr.cn- 

Gandy- 


SJPibal 

(5) 

NOTE: This letter classified "Top Secret" inasmuch as referenced 
CIA letter 4-5-57 was so classified. Cover memo Roach to 
Belmont 4-9-57 by SJP:bal, captioned "Joseph Alsop, IS - R. " 
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I am looking forward to receiving any comment* or observations 
which yon may have to make on the enclosed report. Meanwhile I 
propose to follow Subject's movements abroad to the extent feasible. 



Attachment 


OvC^, ^C/ m-(^L,z-) 
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Office Memorandum • united @ltes government p . 


Mr. Belmont 


R. R. Roach 


JOSEPH ALSOP 
IS - R 


4/26/57 


p;5i'£3rfON-.wx4__--- 


r ;'.) t* 

•J cd in t-» 




Reference is made to my memorandum dated 4/19/57. 


Information received by the Bureau indicated that < 

Alsop prepared a r eport concerning his involvement with the Sovie ts 
in February, 1957, 

delivery to the American Embassy. 
Although CIA gave the Bureau a copy of a nine page document allegedly 
prepared by Alsop, the Bure au never did receiv e a copy of the 
report which was transmittedHie American 
Embassy. Liaison was instructed to determine if CIA had this report 
and, if so, to obtain a copy. Enclosed herewith are two thermofax 
copies ofadocumentwhJxili includes (1) a message which Al sop f \ 

passed a report which Alsop desired thatj|(HlHv ^ 
transmit to the American Embassy, Moscow. These documents were 
furnished to the Liaison Agent on 4/25/57 by James Angleton of CIA. . .. 

Inasmuch as the thermofax copies are somewhat illegible, Liaison \jLAR 
has prepared typewritten copies which are enclosed herewith^ 

Angleton admised that Alsop's mess age to^HB Btfwhicli 
is marked "A" in the enclosures was given li. i li |i 

in the subject's hotel room. Alsop felt that the Russians may 
have had a technical sur veillance o n his room so the subject wanted 
to convey his message tc£HHpp n writ ing. The report marked 
"B" in enclosures was prepared by Alsop4|B|BHHBH|MII|^|B?C>) 


Toi.cn- 

Nlchol.- 

Bocrdaan — 

Beltnool- 

Mohr_ 

Poi.on.- 

Rosen__ 

Tomra_ 

trows - 
»Tolt. Roots - 

Hollomcn — 
Gandy _ 


A review of the documents reflects that Alsop has not 
added anything significant to the report already in possession 
of the Bureau. The enclosures reflect that he admits being a 
homosexual; that he was framed by the Russians who even had 
photographs to support the compromise and that the subject was 
contemplating suicide. It is further indicated that during the 
period Alsop became involved with the Soviets he was in the 
process of arranging an interview with Khrushchev. 


Angleton stated that the original of the enclosed 
report marked "B" carried Alsop's notation "All my love and 
apologies to you all and especially to ma." 

Enclosures - sent 4-30-57 " •’ •/ 1 .• 

SJPidam 
0+C.Zta, boo '(a 



COPY 


Mr. Allen W. Dulles 
Director 

Central Intelligence Agency 
Administration Building, Room 123 
2430 E Street, N. W. 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Dulles: 


April 19, 1957 
VIA LIAISON 



Reference is made to yourletter|date^April 16, 
1957, enc losing a copj^ofthereportfl^fl||^IHHk 
i°f Joseph 
on April 3, 1957. 


While this matter is not within the province of 
FBI operations, bearing in mind that Alsop ia outside of 
the United States, I do share your concern regarding Alsop's 
possible travel to Won Curtain areas where he could be 
subjected to blackmail approaches. I am also concerned 
regarding Alsop's apparent reluctance to be cooperative in 
that he has refused to furnish the identities of his homo¬ 
sexual contacts in the United States, particularly in 
Washington, D. C., and New York City. 


I will appreciate receiving any additional infor¬ 
mation which you may develop concerning contacts between 
Alsop and representatives or agents of Russia and satellite 
countries, as well as any information which may be developed 
concerning his homosexual contacts in this country, par¬ 
ticularly any which may be in Government circles. 


Sincerely yours, 


Tol.on- 

NlchcU - 

Boordmon- 

Salmon! -- 

Mott-- 

Pa ion.- 

Ro.en- 

Toma- 

Tiotler - 

N«a>s- 

Wlnl.nowd — 
Tel*. Room .— 

Roll Oman- 

Gandy- 


SJP:bal 
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■ruj^jmmsT 


,) 

"A" 

IHAVE GOT MYSELF INTO VERY BAD TROUBLE. EYE THINK EYE CAN 
GET OUT AGAIN BUT AM NOT SURE. SO THAT FRIENDS WILL KNOW 
THE REAL STORY IF ANYTHING SERIOUS HAPPENS, WILL YOU GIVE 
THIS TO THE AMERICAN EMBASSY AT THE END OF TWO WEEKS QUERY 
IF YOU RECEIVE AYE PRIOR TELEGRAM FROM PARIS SAYING "HOPING 
SEE VIOLET THANKS LETTER" PLEASE BURN THIS. YOU WILL KNOW 
THE WHOLE STORY EITHER THEN OR VERY SHORTLY. FORGIVE ME 
FOR BURDENING YOU WITH MY TROUBLES. LETTER SHOULD GO IN 
SAFE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. INDICATE ASSENT BY NODDING HEAD 

OR READ INSTEAD OF BURNING IF YOU CHOOSE. BUT 
I WANT NO ROW NOW BECAUSE I THINK I CAN CARRY THROUGH 
SUCCESSFULLY THIS IS WHY I GIVE THIS TO YOU INSTEAD OF 
OUR PEOPLE 





COPT 


brown faced and spectaoled, It wag in aye private room at 
the praga restaurant. , Eye pretended to be nearer to 
complying with their request. Aye third meeting was eet for 
Friday in Leningrad "/or -aye few more questions and 
arrangements, after which you will be free to go where you 

. . ?V e write this for two reasons. First, eye want 

what they have done to be known. The fact that it was 

aye frameup is clearly proven by the date - the day before 

Xhrushceu reoeived me. Seoond eye want it to be known' 
that eye have no intention whatever of giving in to them, no 
matter what the consequences. If they ask me questions. 'eye 
oannot properly answer, eye shall try to play them along. — 
and then take my Bleeping pills that night. In any case, 
since o°nfiding this letter to will compromise 

me for the future, it should be proof enough of my intention 
to oonfess when eye esoape, as aye still think eye shall. 

, „ Eye shant ask you to forgive me for such unforgiveable 

folly. But eye hope at least you will think eye have not 
been wanting in courage. 



COPT 




o 


o 


COPT 

"B" 


PRESS 

VIA ANY ROUTE 
TRIBUNE NE77Y0RK 

MOSCOW: I am writing this to look like a press telegram 
because of the people who pop in and out of my room, but it 
is in foot aye message to my brother. 

In brief eye have been an inourable homosexual 
from boyhood. Doctor Adolf Mayer at Johns Eopktns so certified 
when eye consulted him twenty years ago. It has not troubled 
me especially—it does not trouble most homo3exuals~-except 
in one respect. Eye have always hated the ooncealment 
eye practiced with my family and friends. The time for that 
has now come to an end, however, beoause of my extreme folly * 

In brief, eye have allowed myself to be framed by 
the looal secret police. It was aye quite remarkable 
frameup, oomplete with wonderfully faked photographs and 
even aye letter. But the frills were needless. The frameup 
was fully effective without them. 

Immediately after the frameup took place, members 
of the "other service" as they described themselves appeared 
with mar vellous promptitude. In very short order, they 
sought to reoruit me as aye spy. The first long meeting 
ooourred at the scene of the frameup, in room 219 in the 
Grand Hotel. They were suavity itself, saying they only 
wished to avoid trouble, promote peace, etc etc. As eye 
intended to kill myself that night, eye played them along 
until they,-let me go off to dine with the Bohlens. They 
were the first, incidentally, to tell me that eye would 
see Khrushohev the next morning and to give me the hour of 
the appointment. 

A3 you can imagine, eye pondered the problem with 
rather desperate oare. In the end, eye concluded that suicide 
was- aye cowardly way out and that eye ould let them think 
they had reoruited me and then make aye full and publio 
confession when allowed to leave the country—thus avoiding 
the Lublyanka which is not unimportant and also turning 
their game against them. Last night eye met with them 
again—eye do not give their names because they have not 
given me them; one is aye youngish fattish blonde man -who 
serves as interpreter and the other, very clever, is stout, 



TQ£~8&rZET 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 


DATE: May 8, 1957 


to « MR, A. H. BELMONT 
' ' MR. R. R. ROACH 


subject: JOSEPH ALSOP 

INTERNAL SECURITY - R 


, • Reference Is made to my memorandum dated 

May 4, 1957, describing a proposed draft of a message 
which Allen Dulles of Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) 
planned to send to the subject. The proposed message 
indicated that officials of the Government f amilia r with 
his situation were not makfcg any recommendations or 
furnishing any guidance to the subject and, furthermore, 
that such officials were not in favor of the subject's 
return to Iron Curtain areas. As indicated in the referenced 
memorandum Dulles was seeking the Bureau's comments and 
observations concerning the proposed message. 

Pursuant to Instructions, Agent Papich advised 
Allen Dulles on May 7, 1957, that the Bureau did not desire 
to participate or get involved in any way whatsoever in the 
preparation of any communication which might be directed to 

, Alsop. The Liaison Agent further advised Dulles that the 

Bureau saw no necessity in communicating the Bureau 1 s position 
in this matter to the subject. 

Dulles advised that'he recognized the Bureau's 
position and the proposed draft would be changed inasmuch as 
it could be inferred that the Bureau waB communicating with 
, . Alsop^DuUesadvised that he would be discussing this matter 
Ol C- ttie state Department and that he 

would make certain that the language used in any message would 
not, in any way, involve the FBI. He further stated that he ' 
would make available to the Liaison Agent the contents of the 
message which will be sent to Alsop. 

Dulles furnished the Liaision Agent the attached copy 
of the message which originally had been considered. He stated 
that the Bureau might desire to keep this draft for possible 
future reference. 

„l. . ACTION: 

Cz ^/ koctl None. For your information. 

(ftf't) SJPibjt (5) ■ ’ 

Enclosure COPY 


Tot ion_ 

NichoU_ 

Bondman . 

Btlmoat_ 

Mohr___ 

Pccfaooi_ 

Ro««n_ 

Tamm __ 

Troll or__ 

W.ff.. ■ 
Wlnlortowd 
Tolo. Room 
Holloman _ 
Goody — 


(handwritten nod. .'Lie. from A. Dulles 5/7/57 SiL-P 

Please pass following message to___ , ' 

You have asked fpr advice as to whether you should make 
a public statement of the facts and background of the events 
affecting you which occurred during your visit to the USSR last 
February. The persons to whom you addressed this inquiry feel 
that it is not appropriate to make recommendations or to furnish 
guidance in this personal matter. 

With regard to the comment you made orally that you might 
later visit the Satellites or even the USSR, I wish to point out that 
it is the unanimous opinion of those few officials of government 
who are aware of the facts referred to above, that such travel 
would be fraught with real risks and might pose serious questions 
for those whom you have informed. 




COPY 







In Rrply, Plnut Rtf*- U 
KU No. 


v*«wc 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION . 



WA8HIMCTOK IS, D. C. 


Harsh 29, 1957 


.... o 

•t.fcfcfcINED JOSEPH WRIGHT ALSOP, JR. /-Z-f? 

' - ISSES ?- $3° **■“' classMo by 

BACKQROUHD - A/A& ’ 

-vC .. -> < > / - 

Joseph r/riohfrprisop, Jr. - ?5 ■-< <•/• '/ /} /, 

Joseph Wright Alsop, Jr.j was born at Avon, _ • 

Connecticut, on October Uj_J.S10. He attended Croton Sohool &' /• 

• ■lIV- B T 7 r!rOTir TmttaoKusn'te J from 1923 to 1926 and later entered ; / ^ . 

j/arvard University, receiving his A.2. degree in 1932 « — — 

Joseph Alsop is unmarried^ / /a-ji t / " 

. v. ^ Z Z"J K ' ^ ^ Although-nothing derogatory was developed durvnp , , . 

tSeoourse o/ an applicant-type investigation for the Office - / 

5v for £mergene y Uanaaement in 1943, it was determined that both 

^ Joseph and his brother, Stewart, are cousins of -Eleanor ■ cJJ 

nooseuelt. widow op the late President .Franklin D. Roosevelt. >f 
* vj> joseph Alsop has been described by editors of the Saturday 
'n Evening Post" as an individual who, when in his early thirties, 

^ <A_ had seen more of life and more of the world than his fellow 
S .•.•¥»& Qroton and Harvard graduates usually see in generations. ..e 

V-cSH was described as scornfully rejecting the more conventional. . 

careers to take up journalism. (77-26619-6,7 ; -Saturday keening. Post : 
January 2, 1943) • 

The afore-mentioned investigation revealed that 
l^KAlsop joined the »New York Herald-Tribune" as a cub reporter 
upon leaving Harvard, a position which was secured for him 
t through family ties and influential friends • 

Xn the years immediately preceding World War II, 

Joseph Alsop and Robert vintner wrote a Washington news column 
entitled "The Capital Parade," which was syndicated *n about 
ninety newspapers, in 1939, Joseph Alsop and Jintner wrote a 
book entitled "Hen Around the president, which book purports 
to be an inside story of the growth of the brain trust »n tne 
Hew deal. (Bur ecu library, Z-506-A462) 

A glorified o anphlct entitled "American unite Paper," 
also written by Joseph Alsop and fintner, purported to give an 
inside story of our foreign policies prior to our entry into 
4 the war. (94-4-4165; "The Hew York Times," 5/3/40) 


BACKQROUHD 


Joseph Wrinhi 


m. 

NV/> <».. 


III 


ip. 

■m 


•iL.-isbjt. *' 

(12) ENCLOSES® /.'■ , 

Cover memo same caption, same date 
Hr. Selmonto ...r. 3 oariUnan 


, SJ/yYvy- -3 / b 











CONFipfiAL 




JOSEPH . JIUJ3T ALSOP, JR. 

stejaetalsop 


' ’• "r. :igk '. 




• ■; . * n i34I, Zintner and Joseph Alsop dissolved their 

journalistic relationship ar.d both Joined the service* Joseph 
■Ainopj, toho was comdtastoned in the L'avij. was sent to India 


■Alsop, toho tags coadi a a io'ned in the L'avii. was sent to in.ifc aU ^* 
rttft the intelligence service cj an assistant.naval observer. 
Jhtle in India, Alsop became acquainted aith and deuctsd to 
General Chennaalt, and immediately restgned his Javy comilsaton 
and became Chennault’s press representative with the American 
volunteer Jroup in China. He mas' later captured bit the Japanese ■■ 
at Hong Zong and in tone, 1942, was returned to the Jaltcd tec 
on exchange. (77-26612-7) ' c 


i * ’ Jose P h Alaop immediately returned to China as cnic' 
of a lend-lease mission and then became a captain in the 14th 

4%/ - a J£ tr ondamember of the staff of general Cnonnauli; -=• ■ 

1243-1946. ("Who's Jho in America-1957") ■ * 

Since the end of Jo rid Jar II, Joseph Alsop has 
coautnored loith his brother, Stewart Alsop, a ccl^-vi entitled 
fatter of /oat," which column has been syndicated throujh~ihe 
: Fork Herald Tribune 1 * syndicate since 1345. .Joseph and 

Z** 1 !* 1 ?dli op „ kava . b f en „ con *ributors to the "Saturday 2vthing ■ . 

Post," "Life," and the "Atlantio Eanthly. Although they travel 
extensively, they list as their business address 2720 Dumbarton • • 
Avenue, Jashington 7, D . C. ("Jho's Jno tn Anerica-1957") 

_ coZumn "Hatter of Pact" deals with all phases of 

the Jashington soene, *bath domestic and international . and has 

$ fle '?, cr ^ c “ I «/ *1^/21 and the efforzs being made ' V: 
by the FSI tn the discharge of its responsibilities. (65-56402-272 

■ S 

Stewart Jahonnot Oliver Also o ^ .* / y 

_ , Stewgr . t. Johann a jL.JH tve.jj/zi sop was born tn Jew Tcrk, 

Sew IjLrfr, ana arzer graduating from croton ~ 

attended Tale University, receiving his A.3. degree tn 1336. . ' 

Stewart Alsop married a citixen of England during the war years - _ 

and is the father of four children. Stewart ieccn his journalistic ? 
career as edttor of Doubleday Doran in Sew lork'City and after 
fforZd Jar II farmed the of ore-mentioned partnership with his ’’ 
brother, Joseph. He enlisted in the Kimrsblood y.o'jgl pj-'lc Coma. . ■ 
j British Army. 1942. grid held the rank of captain in t u.:\ ^e 
transferred to the American Av\>! as a parachutist aith the Office 
°X. Strategic Services (OSS) and parachuted into France shortly 


//■■■, 


C0®pTIAL 


CQNFipOJTW 


JOSEPH WRtOHT ALSOP, JR. 
STEWART ALSOP . 


after D-Day. He resigned his oomi/isstbn in 1345 . ("Who's Who in 

Braa.n "iS TnliTl'ek 

the operations of OSS and in <?+ sa * dhis booh deals with 

v™ r °° per •** 

ALLEGAT IONS OF HOMOSEX!!£T.T'I<y 


jurniahea ^eropaiorj/Tn/ormation^rSo^ffio^^f^r l , n S ornani: ' 

of State employees which has been other Department 

related on jaiJscL29S4 .that n ■* b 5 re } iabl e. He 

wa s introduced to jo e ? tgned to Germany he 

-- US-UopjphmUQo. the .. 


stated^ 
Germani 


informant J 


^d^L ad that ?,*n°\ ?"«°r 8<bn informanii 
7 ~Jp 

■BBT^TiTir that he-attempted 1 to obtain a 
^ l s °P without success and thathe. 


dept, 8/2'/ 55. 
n&UgVWin a 


ice 1 Lnnizhi i ui t ed . * hat 


ihe V*°P 

' in.dividua!^^^^^^^^6, L c fdfi}berg find ‘ 

rssir^ r m sdev Tr 11 Cn Hay lb, 

suggest edt^h^bov^oS^KS^^^^K^ft 

ttVrixtrx&xyvji - 

had heard an unverified rumor t?io J Vanden&f ° duised that he 


&. «!g.C&. 
rsonali 









:.IJ72S7XJA?IM Of hiuUTSORlZSD *kaLSQATX02" . •. 

•■ OP CLASSIFIED IJTOPJLATIOif _ :. V 

V?. ; yosepft twi Siamart Jilzop publish a syndicated column 

.enxitljd Matter 0 / }\ici , w which appears in the "Washington 
Post and Time at raid" and other newspapers. gfnoa 7950. t/p» 
at the rawest o' the Atoaio Ensrct Commission (A .f cJ /ind 
the Department of Jus tica , haa conducte d seven investigation* 

•• <fl'ublotrig-tft« ill-8003 on~^he" basis bf unauthorised classified 
information appearing in their column t Briefly theae instances 
are as follows. (100-354-177-126) 

On October 13, 1030, their article entitled "Jfie 
JCrealtn's droving Stockpile n contained inforaation allegedly 
tr taken from classified annual reports, of the Joint Atonic Snergy 
l.Intelligence Commission dated January 1, 1950, and July 4. 1950. 

’ (100-354477) ■ 

On December 25, 1950, the Alsaps 1 column referred to 
a top secret document of the National Security Council (i!SC), 
conaonly identified as KSO-63. This document contained date 
regarding.Soviet atomte production figures. (100-354477) 

Iheir column of December S2> 1950, entitled "Row Red 
JL-Slast Was Detected " allegedly contained classified information 
from various Government documents. (100-354477) 

The Aleops 1 column on Jay 5, 1952, published information 
classified as restricted, data by the ASC, pertaining to the 
approximate date that c hydrogen bomb would be exploded as well as 
data concerning the power of this-bomb. (65-61000) 

On JUne lc, 1952, .they published another article 
caniainin.j information classified as restricted data by the ADC, 
pericinir.g to the explosion of a hydrogen boab. (65-61000) 


Stewart Alsop contacted the ADO on June 4, 1953, and 
requested clearance for the publication of an article pertaining 
. to a film depicting the 1952 Jniwetok thermonuclear test, which 
was classified top secret. Clearance was refused until Alsop 
agreed to delete- certain portions of this article. (65-61000-124) 

Joseph Alsop, in a column published September 12, 1255, 
entitled "The Killian Report, 11 referred to a top secret study 
pertaining to this country's defense potentialities. Joweuer, ■ 
our investigation determined that this column did not contain 
any classified information. (65-63629) ■ 



JOSEPH WRIGHT ALSOP, JR. 
STEWART ALSOP 


trip to South America whioh he believed was caused by their 
alleged homosexual activities. He denied telling the confidential 
souroe that anyone had seen one of the Aleops and Vandenberg in 
bed to gether and denied knowing, having talked to, or i n any wa 
an informant. ( Confidential 3 ourse was 
member of MPD was 
) MPD: 100-354477-177, 178) 

j jECEHT CONTACT WITH SOVIETS /^) Li 

fan December 26, 1956 , a confidential souroe, wh o has 
furnished, reliable information in the past, advised that 

tnoton. 0. C. . was to 

^ v^^t Joseph A^o^a^r^^homc on December 27. 1956. The source 
previously furnished information during Nov ember and, D eoember, 

1956, that Joseph Alsop was in contact with^/^^^/f) oonoerning 
a proposed trip to the Soviet Union. According to the proposals, 
Joseph Alaop planned to enter the Soviet Union on January 3, or-4, 

1957, from Helsinki, Finland, for a stay of approximately six 
weeks, and then depart the Soviet Union via a southern route 
through Tashkent and Kabul (Afghanistan), enabling A^o^t^arriue 

Jin the Middle East around the month of March, 19571 
($fL05-19S17-183]f 65-62000-23.9; -rfgV 

According to other confidential sources, who have 
furnished reliable information in the past, Joseph Alsop, during 
December, 1956,lalsodg^temptedto arrange tra vel to Hungary, Iran, 
Egypt, and AlgeriaTt&fa HIH 65-63629-11; 


65-63639-1Z; 


^jUn june d.. ±953^ a confidential source, who has furnished 
reliable information in the past., advised that Stewart Alsop and. 
Konstantin Fodoseav, First Secretary and head of the. Prnxx m»i s ion r 
'SovieiJ /SmbassT/, planned a^JunahjLorj - £.n.QaQcmCAtFor lt he_r..allahiiim. 

Halup fiin June VS. 1953 . there appeared in the "Washington Post" 
a column written by Joseph and Stewart Alsop entitled ",A Soviet 
Official Mi 0 Came to Lunch," concerning Stewart Alsop's luncheon 
with Fedoseev. ylccord-ing- to Alsop, Fedoseev asked "i/ho, after all, 
started the Cold War?" jiccordinf to Alsop '3 column, he answered 
"You did when you supplied the Creek communist guerrillas." Also 
according to Alsop's column, Fedoseev stated that the Soviet policy 
is a policy of peac<^anc^th&t there is no Reason for a war between 
the two countries • 105-15976-34)U<j>.£/' 








flur inueatloatj. 


ihout the Government 


n some cases to thouscnds_ol 

_ >-bnents end agencies,. <• risul 

our inuesziQQviana Were nolTproductive. In each case, *•’»« 
Department of Justice advised that furJier invest jetton -cs 
not warranted* In connection with theee investiga-ciono, »He 
AIsqps Berg interviewed on Febrp siJ21 15, lVflr ?h£JL re .t use & - 


mTr^ideration, ha d .b een 

•SZrdopenhetw. Reported, on April 9. 
Atan nxxed thTyroblevi nr a cress ff*™ 

Tiaq- ^greed that he would^wri t e notnino over me > . fe -fc-C& 
Dr* Oppenheimer. (100-178X8-1033) 


ta~r^ueal their sources end satd that they had not seen no- 
Kad access to any confidential papers which enabled „ae n to 
write the articles, They declined to connen., “ t9 ^/ a { ' 4 ,.. 
theu had been furnished the necessary date by any *nUed ~ta.so 
official. On %-arch 25, 1951, Stewart Alsop was retnterviewed 
and again declined to reveal his sources of information. 
(100-354477-196) PCI ■ . 

f fTSC 2LLA ’.(5 005 

■ According to the repo-t of hearings before the . 

Senate Internal Security Subcommitteethe . 

of Pacific Relations, on. October 77. ISSI* v or«er »ic« Prestdan. 
2£„„„ /. ir/i?. 7 aei» testified oefore the bubcomr.iitee. ~i-ch 
T e feUnce to.a trip tp Chi na in ea-ly 1944, .allace **** &[**«,., 
+hWt Joseph Also d had been w**<«naied btr general vialr e Cfannaul 


general 




that Joseph nlso 


to aocom 


appeared before the Subcommittee 


iuen by Louis dudens , self-. 

1 nunber. -JO JCne cTTec t tha± 


d out d co •nun 


at Vincent guid ed Jcllace 


wee a 


sop stated that in Budens’s testimony concerning . 
Wallace and Vincent, he, Judsnr, toes guilty of gross distortion 
and deception. (62-63217-577) 


admttte 




tnan-Tmri 







’ :0- ; JOSEPH WEIGHT JLLSOP, ’j3. 
Z^SXSJIBT JL30P ' 




Joseoh Alsob was an overnight | 
/** P^,n?g*oa. J'erse; 


•V' due at at +h* non* nhe One r resilience a2LE } inc.R±aa^.:iCu Jers ey.; 
v.> TUiy-IVciBa-iWJwW' . . „ . . 

37t« 'fashlnfftor. City #»w« ,Sert/iee" of DecenberSQ, 

1954* Stated that columnists Joaeyh. nrt* -<*«■***■* :n/sop ftr.'T 
charged that the /gc s/tondrfd_ond dl a ar fl gcd , hto;t ... aaa^ _ 

0 . 7 * Ito er lean freedom. " b y dt-nuinc ner <rity...mlar.rar.ce..,i l l. 

Tfr. 'J. P.oberi Oppenheimer. The Alsop .brothers made this charge 
■Xn~thclr ’book entitled We Acotiae. ,,, Furthermore, according 
to the news item, the Alsope charged that the 0. S. insecurity 
system is inherently repugnant in its present etandards and ■ 

procedures to every high tradition of the Anerfccn pcot." 
(100-1762S-A) 

>c l_ A • •Petition to Jnhold Justice r " criticising the use 

■ "nntri inrnr-.r*" in if. ft., courts chd~ ooeoificallu condemning, 

‘ Corner bureau informants Paul Crouch’ a nd tout a Sudem , was 
ci r*» 1need during January. IVSET The se±M<in..S£DLi£d the 
JTrTrr.minn statements mr.de bu Jasr*h and S+rv »rt U the* 

*'IswloVk~3eTaIT^rib'une ir of July 4, 19c4t 

••).),. Thoae of the informers and witnesses who 
aatnly live by -this new trede or inportbntly 
supplement their incomes by it, heue a clear 
financial interest in being used as much co 

possible. What happens when they have told 

all they genuinely knew, but still want to 
■maintain their incomes from the Juszios 
Department?"> (100-416325-1) 

On his broadcast of September S, . 2354 , Walter line hell . 

said that Joseph Alsop had ref-used to reveal sources oj ir.j one* > 

tton before a Senate committee in secret session dnd had been 
fully sustained by senator Lhindt. (62-31615-672) 

The "Washington City Jews Service" o/.rt&rKH 
1955, carried an <ten regarding testimony given tnat day before 
'tne Senate Internal Security Subcommittee by Harvey .'atusow, • 
who testified for tne Government in a number of cases involving 
members of the CP and who subsequently publicly recanted his 
testtmony and wrote a book entitled "False Witness." juring 
his testimony, satusow iocs questioned abo tt telephone ca-is 
node by him from his Hew Tork aparxmsnt during the previous 
spring. According to the article, Jaiusou stated he n au caLL.a^ 


- 7 - 











MEMORANDUM FOR MR. T0L30N 

MR. BOARDMAN 
MR, BELMONT 

K. , 

Today following a conference to Governor Ada m s' 
office at the White House, I remained behind andtol^overnor 
Adams briefly of the developments to the JosepnAlaop.’case. He 
hnri not previously been advised of this situation, and I told him 
that as I understood it, the information had been held quite closely 
and that I knew that the Secretary of State and the Under Secretary 
of State ha d been advised of this by Mr.- Allen Dulles, the 
Director of CIA, and that I, to turn, had advised the Attorney 
General and the Deputy Attorney General about it. I stated that 
I thought it was desirable for the White House to be Informed of 
the Alsop case to view of the Implications Involved to the same. 
Governor Adams expressed his appreciation for being so advised. 

, * Very truly yours, 

A — ‘-S-'s TojrfT- 

John Edgar Hoover * 

Director 


JSH:TLC 

( 6 ) 








JOSEPH HEIGHT ALSOP, JR. 
ETEJ1RT ALSOP \ 


•three per sona <n Hashing* on. n. C .♦ f no luding polumnist • 
JotevK - AUob. Hatulom d isc testified that Albert E. JCahn, 
partner in the publishing fim handling hie book* hod nailed 
¥ q nf Kg Qgmphtd.c opi/ of "the book tQ boluwit&t Stewart Alsop* 
Hatusoto said this nas not hie idea and he did. not knoto mho 
suggested tt. (100-378386-820) 

A report published itau 9. 1955. bv the Senate^ 
Internal SecurTzi/ subo.onntttee. converging”"Strategy and 
laotics of World Cosmunisn-The Significance of the Haiusow 
Case." reflected an item published in the "Doily Harter, " 
Larch 11, 1955• This item, entitled "Dig Lies, Little Lies, 
end the Case of Harvey llatusox." states that the nost'o uts P-pfr.i 
- crittcisn or the Justice Department in the Uatusow case cones 
fraa Ste wart AIsod. who himself dtd.’ai uch to expose th_s_ 






6:40 PM 

AprU 17, 1987 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR, TOLSON 

MR, BOARDMAN 
MR. BELMONT 
MR, NICHOLS 

Daring th* cours* of my counrsatioo with Deputy Attorney 
Otaeral Roger* on another matter 1 advised him thit after the conference 
with Governor Sherman Adame today Lasted to see the Governor alone 
and then advised him of the Joseph Alaop matter. I stated the Governor 
had not beard of this and he wae advised that only the Attorney General 
and the Deputy Attorney General in the Department were aware of 
matter. 1 told Mr. Rogers that X had told Governor Adams I felt he, 
Adame, should be advleed of this as one of the employees in the White 
House who was involved in homosexual acts admitted he had seen a 
report In the Executive Offices referring to Anthonjr/Eden being In the. 
same category. I stated In the Alsop matter, both the Alaop brothers 
were intimately acquainted with Eden, though there was no Indication 
of Impropriety. In view of this I told Mr. Rogers 1 felt the Governor 
should be aware of the Alsop matter. 

Very truly yours, 

r, *,•: * * 

\ \John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



JEHjEH (T) 
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THE ATTORNEY GENERAL May 2, 1957 

DIRECTOR, FBI 
O 

JOSEPHALSOP • 

INTERNAL SECURITY- 


Reference is made to my memoranda transmitted to you, 
concerning the subject's activities in Moscow, Russia, in 
February, 1957. I have carefully reviewed the material which 
has been disseminated to me by the Central Intelligence Agency 
relating to Alaop's admission of homosexuality and his involvement 
with the Soviets, and at this time I do not feel there is a basiB 
fbfc initiating an investigation within FBI jurisdiction; Alsop 
continues to be outside of the U. S. and, therefore, the coverage 
of his current activities is not within the province of Bureau 
operations. I have 'asked the Director of the Central Intelligence 
Agency to keep me advised of the receipt of any information 
indicating that the subject has had any additional contacts with 
- the Soviets. 

The above is being submitted for your information 






" { i: 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 


Mr. A. H. Belmont 


G. H. SoatterdaWJ^ 


date: Ootober 20, 1958 

sL'/j •• .v., „ 

;*S v*f • • * .V.'' 5 ''' - 

^/..u .,.. • ••'..nBo'irJmati _ 

mtam £T:.^“S - ' 


JOSEPHuALSOP t* »"»•«•** rK " 

WifiC-M 1" 


T’arnona __ 

lloien __ 

Tumm __ 

Tr-Mter _ 

C*l ay ion _ 

Trie. Room _ 


Pursuant to Mr. Tola on 1 a request, 10-27-58# Bufilea —- 

have been reviewed to bring the summary dated March 29, 1957# r 

up to date concerning Alsop. 

On March 27# 1957# Mr. Allen Dulles# Director, CIA., .a dvised^ \ 
the Director of information reoeived from their 

indicated that Joseph Alaop had admitted being a oongenital homo- 
sexual. Mr. Dulles stated that Alsop also admitted that 

during a reoent visit to the Soviet Union He was exposed to pointed 
homosexual overtures and committed the incredible folly of walking 
into a trap. It was indicated that the trap was oarefully prepared 
and a professional' KGB (Russian intelligence) frame up, and that 
after the trap was sprung Akop wa3 subject to long political converse-. 
tions largely baaed on his writings. According to Alaop, no pointed 
questions were a3ked which wore of a classified nature, but ho 
apparently feared that this was merely a warm up oxoroise. Alaop 
prepar ed a long, detailed aooount of what had transpired, passed it . 

JBWBgJfZn Mr. Dulles' first oommunloation to the 
Director it was indicated that Alsop had been allowed to leave Russia 
and was then (approximately March 17, 1957) on route to Paris and 
London. 

Considerable personal discussions regarding this inoldent 
took place between the Director and Mr. Dullea, the Direotor and the 
Attorney General, and'the Director and Governor Sherman Adams of the 
White House. Subsequent thereto further information furnished by CIA 
was promptly given to the Attorney General. 


Subsequently Bi 


id through CIA that one 


scribed alaop 03 being under "heavy 
emotional strain." Alsop admitted that he had engaged in homosexual 
activities with several Government olerks while in Washington, D. C., 

1 - Balmont 

1 - Name Check Section Cuwoi> '-J; 

1 - Brown 


- Vus yr-i on: 


nmn. 




May 10, 1957 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON ' 

. “ MR. BOARDMAN 

MR. BELMONT 
MR. NICHOLS ' 


. May 9, 1957, I had an extended conference with the Attomev 

General in his office at which various matters were gone over by the 
Attorney General and myself pertaining to Departmental and Bureau opera- 


CtaiwraX that I had dodlaad to allow CIA to Mod a tatter to x<«Mh 

*''*£**•■*•“'»*»"*ouUn it 3n£?L 

viaitia* Ruaifc. The Attorafy-C«a*raI approved the position which I took. 


(complete memo fUed in "Attorneys General-Conferences") 


. c)-vC iG, hoc. IS 



Memorandum Scatterday to Balmont 
Ra: Joseph Alsop 


but emphasized that most of his homosexual activities had taken 
plaoo In. New York City. He emphatiaally refused to Identify any of 
these Individuals. He admitted knowing Guy Burgess, former British 
diplomat, and that he and Burgeas, while both were in Washington. 

'D. C., had the same boy friend. • 

^ copy of Alaop’s original statement was furnislwd to the 
Bureau by CIA and in substance pointed out how he was approached by 
Russians and subsequently compromised in an embarrassing poaition. 

«rv 1 the results of the 

in much great^^^^^^^l^S^S^^^^^^ned no additions ^infor¬ 
mation over and above that originally furnished in the Alsop 
statement, ^ 

Although Mr. Dulles haa on several oooaaions asked the 
Direotor for comments and observations oonoeraing advioe to be given 
to Alaop in oonneotion with his possible travelo throughout Europe and 
Iron Curtain countries, the Bureau has not furnished any advice or 
comments. The Dlreotor personally advised the Attorney General of 
this and the Attorney General was in complete aooord. 

n n t memorandum dated Maroh 11, 1958, from Mr. Roaoh to Mr. 

Belmont, Liaison Agent Papioh advised that James Angleton of Central ■ 
Intelligence Agenoy adviaed.that Prank Wianer, Deputy Dlreotor, CIA, 
met with Alsop during the previous weekend. Alsop repeated his story 
of his homosexual activity and the attempt by the Ruaslana to black¬ 
mail him in February, 1957• He indicated that the Ruaslana have not 
approached him since the original inoident. Alsop advised at this time 
that he was continuing to write the ooluran, "Matter of Faot" and that 
Stewart Alsop. his brother, was to Join the staff of the "Saturday 
Evening Post. In response to Hr. Angleton’a inquiry as to whether we 
desired to interview Alsop, Liaison Agent indioated, with the Director's 
approval, that we do not plan to interview Alsop, however, if he had 
any information to disoloaa, ho is woloorae to oomo to the Bureau and 
we would listen to his story.(100-354477-8,9) 


ACTION : 


None. This is for Mr. Tolson'a information. 


s* & 


** -V'/mL s 
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Return to«.. 
Gandy 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

; r •, • 

F5SERAX. BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION,,;-- 


WASHIHOTOH H.D.Ci 


* April 14, 1959 



MEMORANDUM FOR PERSONAL FILES 

The Attorney General called to advise that he had been talking 
to Secretary of Defense, Neil H. McElrby, and he V7as amazed to, learn that 
McElroy did not know about the Joseph Alsop incident in Russia wherein Alsop 
admitted to certain acts of homosexuality. The Attorney General then stated 
he was going to New York today and would be back Thursday morning and he 
thought he should get together what we have on Alsop as he believed very few • 
people knew of this and he was not sure that the President was aware of it. 

He then inquired if Alsop had signed the statement and when he was advised 
in the affirmative he indicated that he would like to have a copy of this statement, ' 
I told him that this would be done and I would also check on the dissemination 
of this information; that I did recall that we had sent a memorandum to Sherman 
Adams at the time but I did not know whether Adams had brought.it to the 
attention of the President or whether General Persons knew of it or the people 


socially active in the White House. I .also indicated that I would have a memorandu 
prepared of the information in our files concerning the incident in Russia Involving 
Joseph Alsop. : ■ ' * 

' • , . 

The Attorney General then commented that he was going to see 
that certain individuals were aware of Ala op’s propensities, namely, The 
President, Secretary of Defense McElroy, Under Secretary of State Herter, 
General Persons and Secretary to the Cabinet Gray, who, he felt should be 
advised, but he would not take the responsibility for, such information going 
any further. . ' 



JEHtEH (i) 
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UNITED STATES OovERI NT 

Memorandum 


O', a, Sulliva 
R. 0, L'AlIier Zi 




C*llohci 


%^ rR0M : -8. 0. x'uw. 

Y 1 '^- subject; JOSEPH ALSO? 


t—e+Ws** <^EZ=1 

date: Ootoher 23, 2932 wu ™ — 

CLASSIFY TlY //w^ /#ffl«— 


FC! ASSiPY.flN 




CLASSTTraH ^Y^ / 
HEASOH - KXlTu^F* 
2UIE Of SEViET 


2b u »<Z2 reoa22 tfta* in August, 2932, bureau D/oraani 200 
informed Agent Papioh that JosephAlsop had oalled on Alien Dulles 
o onoerning hie n oaae, u Alsop was referring to the Soviet attempt of. 
a few years ago to oompromise him because of hie admitted homosexual: 
Alsop told Dulles that he planned to ask'the President to take poseei 
sion of the Central Intelligence Agency (clA) file oonoerning the 
matter• At that time Dulles indicated to Alsop this would be highly 
irregular , but if euoh a Tsquesft was made by the President , he natur: 

muli be oW<s °** d *° nfl ?W$9Hf) 7. As/mDs: 

On Ootober 12, 2952, ^urenu "Tn'fvvmnt lO&TlH'utsed Agent 
Papioh that Attorney General Robert Kennedy ooit aotM Allen Dulles 
a few days ago and requested that the CIA file oonoerning Alsop be 
turned over to the Attorney General, Dulles would not make a oommit ■ 
ment and is in somewhat of a quandary as to how to handle the matter , 

On October 12 , 2952, Dulles asked the informant for his 
observations. The informant told Dulles that if the Attorney Genera: 
was acting for the President , os he very likely was, the CIA Direoto 
had no alternative hut to turn the file over to the Attorney General, 
The informant then emphasised to Dulles that if and when the file wai 
surrendered, Dulles should go on reoord with the Attorney General anr 
the President oonoerning all ramifications of the case. He suggeste' 
that Dulles point out that Alsop’s involvement with the Soviets is a 
matter whiah oannot be buried. He stated that as time goes on ageno 
I wL 11 periodically make name checks oonoerning Alsop and the possesso: 
.of the derogatory information will be obliged to produce the /acts. 

He further added that the British Government through its Eaba33y in 
Moscow beoame, aware of the Jfoeoow incident and undoubtedly has a fai 
good story oonoerning the entire aituatiori^'yQfa^ 


j.. Dulles also asked the informant if UoCone should be briefe 
1] oonoerning Alsop * The informant emphatioally took the position that 
IJ lfpCone definitely should be briefed oonoerning all pertinent details 

. ‘ The'"informant informed the Bureau Agent that all of this ^ 
lYpeaHmep more interesting in light of the foot tfy^President had dinn 
\\a?‘Al3op\'s^^me on the night of. OgtoberlO, 196lXfy// /3/& 


a^Alsop^ & me o ng «nfrg - J Y37& - 




information, ufPk 



Belmont 

Sullivan 




2 - Liarton ' qT 

1 - Hr, Papioh^jjfagp (s) 

--—'-trtttr/rsjri toj 



■'■■y 1 --' •. vj^v^gleturn'to 

, ^Av'iO/tW 08 Gmtf 

■ a Vifej yf . \ ../for filing^ 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OR JUSTICE 
■FEDERAL BDEEAO OF INVESTIGATION ’. 


.11:08 AM 


■VA»BIMCT0« J t. ». C. 

.April 23, 1959 


MEMORANDUM FOR PERSONAL. '• ‘ 


The Attorney General callOdrtoW^^Sp^fifid given 
the information concerning the JoaephAlsop/iScident In 
. Russia to Secretary of Defense McElrdy who indicated he had 
not previously known of tt. I stated this was amazing to- me . • 
as thnewthat Allen DulleS had briefed Deputy-Secretary of 
Defense Quarles about the matter. The Attorney General 
then stated that General ^Twining has Just learned of it and — 

wondered how Alsop could be trusted, commenting that Alsop • 
probably felt pretty secure that there would be no disclosure 
by this government but knew he was vulnerable to blackmail 
by the Russians. He stated that General Twining was wondering 
whether there might be an obligation to let some of the publishers 
know of this Incident.. The Attorney General then commented 
that'he could not understand this matter being classified ’top 
secret" as it had been, indicating that it could have been 
classified "confidential" but it certainlywas not In the first 
category. 


. *a.>U 


igar Hoover^ 
ector ’ 


JEH:EH (1) 


'Sr**. 
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